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Members of Emanuel,
On October 17, 2017, the Congregation Council of Emanuel Lutheran

Church made a motion and approved unanimously to confirm the call of
Pastor Maria Janow Hammons to serve as Interim Pastor with a one year
contract renewable in three month intervals, as needed, until such time
as a new pastor is called. What does this mean?

Pastor Maria writes: As Christians, we are baptized into the priesthood
of Christ to offer ourselves in thanksgiving for what God has done and
continues to do for us. It is my privilege to support the mission and
ministry of Emanuel Lutheran Church in Manchester, Connecticut, as
intentional interim pastor. In prayerful conversation with the Congregation
Council, I have committed to lead a discussion about the Healthy
Transitions policies and expectations of the New England Synod, ELCA,
and I enter into the following covenant.
I agree:
 to pray for my predecessor in his next call for the sake of the mission of the

Church;
 to speak well of my predecessor and interpret everything he did in the best

possible light;
 to treat my predecessor with respect as a brother in Christ and valued

pastoral colleague;
 to assist the members of the congregation to find comfort and come to closure

after the departure of my predecessor;
 to engage the congregation in the developmental tasks of intentional interim

ministry, namely to:
 take time to build relationships and get to know the people, history, and

ministries of Emanuel Lutheran, to include listening to fears and concerns,
hopes and dreams;

 help parishioners tell the story of the congregation’s ministry and celebrate
the contributions of both lay and clergy persons who have served the
congregation;

 assist the congregation in any leadership or staff transitions which may
occur during the intentional interim period;

 assist the congregation in making a comprehensive evaluation of its
current mission and ministries;

 assist the congregation in visioning its future mission and ministry in the
context of “Where is God leading us next?”—in preparation for calling their
new pastor;

 work to enhance the congregation’s relationship with the New England
Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America;

 to engage the congregation in the developmental tasks specific to this
congregation as identified by the council:
 to work with lay leaders to plan and provide opportunities for open

conversation regarding the transition, and to find a way to include all ages.
continued on page 3



Scripture Readings for November
November 5th November 12th November 19th November 26th
All Saints Sunday 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 24th Sunday after Pentecost Christ the King
Revelation 7:9-17 Amos 5:18-24 Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 34:1-10,22 Psalm 70 Psalm 90:1-8[9-11]12 Psalm 95:1-7a
1 John 3:1-3 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 5:1-12 Matthew 25:1-13 Matthew 25:14-30 Matthew 25:31-46
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Covenant for Congregations

Flu Clinic—Sunday, November 5th from 10—11:00 AM in the Youth Room
This is a reminder to mark your calendar for those who have already signed up to receive a vaccine.
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From the Parish Nurse
By Lynne Gustafson

On November 5, 2017, we will be celebrating All
Saints Day. This day is set aside to remember
those saints who have died over the past year. This
year the list of the names in the bulletin and
candles on the altar will be in far greater number
than in past years. I personally have been to nine
services just this past spring and summer and I
know that many of you have attended far more than
I. Each service was unique and reflected the
person’s life on earth.

I attended one service of a person who had
immigrated to the United States. He was a man of
deep faith and he wanted people to know about his
Lord and Savior—Jesus. He really never fully
learned the English language and with his heavy
accent it was difficult at times to understand him.
What he did have was a wonderful talent for wood
carving. So he began to make what he called his
Jesus plaques. He would take a piece of wood and
in raised letters carve the name of Jesus. He would
give these plaques to anyone who wanted one.

While he was hospitalized for the last time, his
daughter brought in a number of his plaques and
left them on the window sill for anyone to take.
They were brought in the morning and by evening
they were gone. His room began to be known as
the man who had the Jesus plaques. I do not know
how many were distributed but when you asked
him, he would just give a smile.

At his service, I noticed printed on the back of the
bulletin the following story that I want to share with
you this All Saints Day. It is entitled the “Dragon
Fly”. Once in a little pond, in the muddy water under
the lily pad there lived a little water beetle in a
community of water beetles. They lived a simple life
in the pond with few disturbances and interruptions.
Once in a while, sadness would come to the
community when one of their fellow beetles would
climb the stem of a lily pad and would never be
seen again. They knew when this happened their
friend was dead, gone forever.

Then, one day, one little water beetle felt an
irresistible urge to climb up that stem. However, he
was determined that he would not leave
forever. He would come back and tell his friends
what he had found at the top. When he reached the
top and climbed out of the water onto the surface of
the lily pad, he was so tired and the sun felt so
warm that he decided he must take a nap. As he
slept his body changed and when he woke up he
had turned into a beautiful blue-tailed dragonfly with
broad wings and a slender body designed for

flying. So fly he did. And as he soared he saw the
beauty of a whole new world and a far superior way
of life to what he had never known existed.

When he remembered his beetle friends and how
they were thinking by now he was dead, he wanted
to go back to tell them and explain to them that he
was now more alive than he had ever been
before. His life had been fulfilled rather than ended.
But his new body would not go down into the
water. He could not get back to tell his friends the
good news. Then he understood that their time
would come when they too would know what he
now knew. So he raised his wings and flew off into
his joyous new life!

Life is Changed…Not Ended

 to help identify congregational conflicts and
challenges, and work with lay leadership and
parishioners to move toward healthy and faithful
resolutions and ideas.

 to lead the congregation through a faithful interim
process, exploring congregational gifts and
discerning the mission to which God is now calling
the people of Emanuel Manchester in their local
community and beyond.

 to use the information gathered during this time of
discernment, in combination with available
resources and tools, to guide the congregation in
the development of a new Ministry Site Profile to
provide to candidates for the Office of Pastor.

 to preach and preside at regular liturgies of the
congregation; to provide pastoral care to members,
pastoral leadership for meetings and activities of the
congregation, and to be responsible for the parish
records—to include working with staff and lay leaders
to update congregational rolls, constitution, personnel
and safe church policies.

 to communicate regularly with the congregation and
with the Office of the Bishop as to the progress of the
interim work.

 to make clear to all concerned that my service as
intentional interim pastor excludes me from
consideration for the regularly called pastorate of this
congregation.

Thank you for your continued prayers during this
time of transition.

The Council and Staff of Emanuel

A Letter to Members of Emanuel...
continued from page 1
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Church and Community Events

Men’s Breakfast
Wednesday, November 8th at 8:30 AM
Friendly’s, Buckland Road, Manchester

Women’s Breakfast
Wednesday, November 1st at 8:30 AM
The Gathering, Hartford Rd., Manchester

Healing Prayer Worship & All Saints Day
Sunday, November 5th

Healing Prayer is offered for all who would like
to receive it during both worship services at 8:45 &
10:30 AM. We’ll read the names and light a candle
for those who have passed away in the last year
(please see page 7). We’ll also collect donations for
the Samaritan Fund in the Narthex.

Prayer Shawl Ministry Gathering
Monday, November 20th at 9:30 AM
Luther Hall

The members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry will
gather together for a meeting in November. We
encourage all prayer shawl makers and anyone else
who is interested in this ministry to join us. All are
welcome!

Ruth Circle
Tuesday, November 7th at 7:00 PM
Luther Hall

There will be a short business meeting before the
program begins at 7:30 PM. Our guest speaker will
be Patty Albrecht, a hospice nurse for the Visiting
Nurse Association. Hostesses: Marge Andersen,
Ann Cook and Marianne Wilcox. All the women of
the church are welcome to attend.

Pasta Dinner, Dessert and Trivia Night
Wednesday, November 22nd at 6:00 PM
Luther Hall

Take a break from your Thanksgiving preparations
and join us for a fun-filled evening of fellowship, food
and fun! We’ll feast on pasta, bread, salad and
dessert. All ages welcome! Come for the dinner or
just come for dessert and trivia! There is no cost to
attend. A free will offering will be taken and all
proceeds will benefit Emanuel’s Youth attending the
National Youth Gathering in Houston in June 2018.
If you require a gluten-free meal, please specify
when you make your reservation.
Please RSVP to aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
or call the church office by Thursday, November 16.
Reservations are required and seating is limited, so
don’t delay with your RSVP!

Property Clean-up Day
Saturday, November 11th at 8:30 AM

Members of Emanuel are invited to join the Property
Committee to work together and clean up the
grounds of the church. Please bring a rake if you
have one.

Interfaith Community Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 19th at 4:00 PM
Beth Sholom B’nai Israel Synagogue, Manchester

The Church Office will be CLOSED on
Friday, 10/10 in observance of Veterans Day.

FME Concert Series presents:
Harmonia V
Saturday, November 11th at 7:00 PM
Sanctuary

An innovative woodwind quintet based in
Connecticut, Harmonia V performs seldom heard
treasures and contemporary compositions to
entertain and enlighten. Collectively, the performers'
musical resumes include some of the nation's most
prestigious music schools: The Curtis Institute,
Eastman School of Music, Yale University, Hartt
Scool of Music and Manhattan School of Music.
Harmonia V will be performing classics by Ibert and
Poulenc, as well as new compositions by Rick
Sowash and Chris Brubeck. www.harmoniav.com

Cathedral in the Night
Sunday, November 12th at 5:00 PM
Downtown Northampton, MA

Cathedral in the Night is an outdoor Christian
community in downtown Northampton, MA which
seeks to create a safe place for all people:
the homeless, the housed, the church-less, the
churched, the student and the resident to explore,
question and live out their spiritual beliefs; to gather
for a meal and to empower one another to engage in
issues of social justice by working to fight the causes
of inequality and homelessness.
If you have any questions about attending
worship or for additional details, please contact
Eric Heinrich at erich@emanuelmanchester.org



5

There will be a Children’s Sermon on
Sunday, November 26th at the 10:30 AM Worship Service.

FUNERAL RECEPTIONS—HELP!!!

We are looking for someone to
learn about doing funeral lunch-
es. We are very willing to explain
how we have done it. We would
like to ease out of doing this as we
have been doing this for many years and are getting
up in age. We would appreciate it if someone would
consider taking on this important ministry. Thank you
in advance.
Please contact:
Doris Johnson at 860-871-1498 or at ljohnson26@comcast.net
or Norma Wirta at 860-875-5163 or at normzeew@aol.com

Support Emanuel Lutheran Church through

To connect with Emanuel as a charity, follow this link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122.

If you have any questions about the program, please
contact the Church Office, 860-643-1193.

If you or a loved one are grieving, you are
welcome to access a series of FREE videos
through the link listed below. There are seven
videos in all covering various  topics and most are
about an hour in length. The following topics
are covered in the videos: Caring for a Loved One
with Alzheimer's, The Transforming Power of
Caregiving, Changed Forever, Footprints on our
Hearts, Grieving a Sudden Death of a Loved One,
Helping Children Grieve, Helping Parents Grieve,
Hope for Healing following a death by Suicide,
Grieving the Loss of a Pet.
If you would like to access these videos
from Paraclete Press, visit:
http://paracletevideostreaming.com/
USERNAME: grief password: 1530

Bring your returnable bottles & cans
to the Luther Hall parking lot on the First
Sunday of the month (November 5th).
All proceeds will benefit the youth from
Emanuel attending the 2018 National Youth
Gathering. Questions? Please contact Eric Heinrich,
Youth Worker at erich@emanuelmanchester.org

Coffee Hour is held on Sundays at
9:45 AM between worship services.
We’d love for you to host! The coffee
is usually measured out and most
often the first pot is even brewed!
All you need to do is bring treats for
the table, half & half for the coffee and juice for
the kids! You may call the Church Office at
860-643-1193, to reserve a date or sign up on the
sheet posted in the Office Hallway. Everyone enjoys
this time of fellowship!

Church and Community Events

The Church Office will be CLOSED on
Thursday, 11/23 and Friday, 11/24

for the Thanksgiving Holiday.

An Opportunity to Make Music!
Our Director of Music, Jun Lee would
like to gather together a bell choir for
Christmas! The rehearsals would be
for about an hour and would meet for
six different rehearsals beginning in late October or
early November. Dates and times have not been
set. He is looking for teenagers and adults who
may be interested. Please email Jun directly
at jlee@emanuelmanchester.org, if you would like
to know more!

Saint Lucia Processional
This celebration at Emanuel is a
tradition well over a hundred years old.
This year, as we have done for the
past several years, children will put
on a procession at the beginning of
each service on Sunday, December
17th and sing several songs. We’ll practice for
about an hour and a half on Sundays after the
second service beginning in early November.
If you are interested in participating, please contact
Christine Carlson at ccarlson@emanuelmanchester.org.

Pledging for 2018
We are still collecting Pledge Cards for 2018.
If you would like to make a pledge to Emanuel
for next year, you can place your card in the
offering plate on a Sunday morning, bring it
directly to Nancy in the Church Office, or mail it to the
Church. There are extra pledge cards available at both
entrances to the Sanctuary or in the Church Office.
Thank you for your support!
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Covenant for Departing Pastors



November Birthdays
Norma Wirta 11/1 Leonard Johnson 11/14
Doris Johnson 11/2 Paula Haney 11/15
Doti Dienst 11/4 Jack Soares 11/18
Sharon Hamilton 11/4 Lore Welch 11/19
Raymond Wilcox 11/6 Bruce Johnson 11/24
Lynne Gustafson 11/13 Joseph Macione 11/29

Caring Emanuel Staff
(860) 643-1193

Cindy Hall, Deacon
chall@emanuelmanchester.org

Ext. 303

Christine Carlson
Director of Family Ministries

ccarlson@emanuelmanchester.org
Ext. 304

Dr. Jun Lee
Director of Music

jlee@emanuelmanchester.org
Ext. 307

Nancy Whiton
Administrative Assistant

nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org
Ext. 309

Anne Heinrich
Church Secretary

aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
Ext. 300

Eric Heinrich
Youth Worker

erich@emanuelmanchester.org

Kathy Hatch
Property Supervisor
Khatch4@gmail.com

James Hamilton
Co-Treasurer

jim.hamilton2@cox.net

Rosemary Johnson
Co-Treasurer

rcjohnson77@gmail.com

Eric Carlson
Financial Secretary

eric.carlson4191@gmail.com

Lynne Gustafson
Parish Nurse

cgustafson01@snet.net

John Helmke
Congregation Council President

johnhelmke@me.com

Donna Connolly
Congregation Council Vice President

ds3connolly@gmail.com

Berk Little
Worship Support Specialist
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Pastoral Acts
Baptisms Finley Craaybeek and Harper Craaybeek

Please welcome Emanuel’s new Director of Music—Jun Lee!
Dr. Jun Lee’s music education in the United States began

at the College-Conservatory of Music at the University of
Cincinnati. He received his Bachelor’s from Westminster
Choir College, a Master’s in Choral Conducting from
Florida State University, and DMA in choral conducting with
music theory minor at the University of Connecticut.

Jun’s dedication to Baroque music not only inspired his
dissertation research on the Brockes Passion by Reinhard
Keiser, but also directed the piece as the North American premiere with
a grant from the Paul C. Richards and Gladys Richards Charitable
Foundation.

Jun has previously taught at Baekseok University and the University of
Connecticut, and led various university ensembles, church choirs and
children’s choirs.

He has participated in conducting fellowship programs at the Yale School
of Music, Princeton Music Festival, and Europa Cantat in Belgium. He has
conducted in master classes with Simon Carrington, Frieder Bernius, John
Washburn, William Weinert, Jan Harrington, Daniel Reuss, and Hans
Leenders, among others. He conducted the Vancouver Chamber Choir as
a guest conductor at the National Conductors Symposium, and Studium
Chorale in the Netherlands.

As a church musician, he served as the director of music at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Hartford, the Choir School of Hartford, Somers
Congregational Church, and Fellowship Presbyterian Church in
Tallahassee, among others.

The faithful departed who have joined the saints triumphant since last
All Saints Day will be memorialized with the reading of their names,

the lighting of a special candle and the ringing of the bell during
both worship services on Sunday, November 5, 2017.

Astrid Wierzbicki Thomas H. Elliott Mark P. Anderson
Edward C. Morano Ethel H. Singer Dwight W. Ufferfilge
Diane L. Gaskell Barbara G. Harrison David C. Arner
Mary D. Voiland Rita B. Cook Jean O. Hultgren
Donald E. Varley Robert D. Harrison Noreen Renee Carriere
Bernard R. Johnson Barbara J. Bowman Carl W. Eckblom
The Rev. Earl D. Werdelin Robert C. Henrickson Aina L. Kiselis James A. Stratford



Emanuel Lutheran Church
60 Church Street
Manchester, CT  06040

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 5th.

Please remember to
turn your clocks
BACK one hour

before you go to bed
on Saturday night
(November 4th).


